AMADEUS QUESTIONNAIRE
Amadeus was a successful play written by Peter Shaffer. The screenplay for the movie was written by Shaffer and Milos Forman, the director. Shaffer insisted that he have complete artistic control of the script. The film, while based on the play, is substantially different. In real life Salieri and Mozart were not sworn enemies and Salieri did not hide his identity to pay Mozart to write a requiem mass that he would later try to pass off as his own!
Each question is worth 20 points. Please answer as fully as possible – the more you write the better. Points will be deducted for spelling, grammar, and punctuation mistakes at a rate of one point per error, including repeated errors of the above. Points will be deducted for answers short of the question minimum at a rate of one point per word.
1) In watching this film, is there a modern, contemporary artist that you think will one day be compared to Mozart in his time? Will that person/entity have a lasting musical presence, as Mozart has done? (50 words or more)
2) What was the meaning of the Emperor’s yawn during Mozart’s opera performance at court? What effect might it have had on future performances of the work? (50 words or more)
3) What character in this film did you admire/love/hate/pity the most and why? You may choose one or more of these choices. (50 words or more)
4) Choose one scene from the film in which the music played a particularly strong role. How did the music add to the drama of the scene? Be specific. (50 words or more)
5) Write a short review of this film overall. What would you say to someone who has never seen the film? Would you recommend it to them or not? Give specific examples to back up your thoughts. (50 words or more)
